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	Web Developer 508 Test Checklist 
Without Assistive Technologies




Many Section 508 defects can be identified without the use of assistive technologies. This checklist, which identifies 75% of the most commonly occurring accessibility issues, should be completed prior to submitting an application to the Section 508 team for testing.  Addressing these issues early in development will result in improved accessibility.
· Keyboard access: Use the keyboard exclusively to navigate through web pages & applications. Are all areas of the screen accessible? Are there keystrokes available for all mouse actions? Are there a minimum number of keystrokes to get to desired areas? 
· Form controls: 
· Ensure that focus goes directly to each form field, not the label text.

· Hover the mouse cursor over form controls.  Is the title attribute exposed? Use the title attribute equal to the value of the control’s label to allow voice recognition users direct access. Where it is necessary to provide more information for blind users, be sure to append this information to the end of the title attribute.
· Navigate through form controls to ensure that making a selection does not reload the page.
· Use keyboard accessible tooltips to allow keyboard access to items which have the title attribute. http://ssahost.ba.ssa.gov/508ac/library/web/tooltip.aspx
· Error messages: 
· The user must be able to quickly identify fields in error, which can be accomplished by providing a list of errors at the top of the page.  
· The error listing must receive focus directly after the user attempts to submit information or advance to the next screen.  
· Each individual error listing must begin with the text “Error” to best convey information to assistive technologies.

· The user must be able to navigate directly to fields in order to make corrections, which can be accomplished by linking individual error listings to the actual fields in error.

· Links: Make sure that links (and/or their associated title attributes) make sense out of context.
· Direct focus:  When selected, interface elements (i.e. button/link) must move focus to the resultant action of that element (e.g. selecting a folder moves focus to Open File dialog box). Use tab after selecting a link or control to see where the next action goes. 
· Images: Check images for appropriate ALT text. 

· Hotkeys: Check any hotkeys for conflicts with IE. Ensure that repeated actions (i.e. Next and Submit buttons) have consistent hotkeys throughout the application.
· Skip navigation: Check skip navigation links to see if the next tab really bypasses the links and goes to the desired content.
· Logical headings: Ensure that all logical headings use the HTML heading tags (<h1>, <h2>, etc.) with a tabindex of 0 to allow focus to land on those sections of static text. 
· Tables:  Ensure that tables receive an initial focus, which can be accomplished by assigning a tabindex of 0 to the table definition tag. 

· Font size: Go to the View Menu and select Text Size\Largest to see if point sizes can be changed. It might be necessary to first go to Tools\Internet Options\Accessibility and uncheck the “Ignore Font” check boxes. 

· Color: Change the colors by going to Display Properties\Appearance and change to High Contrast Black or White. Again, you may have to first go to Tools\Internet Options\Accessibility and check “Ignore Colors”. Secondly, ensure that color is not the only means of communicating a concept.
